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family from this social viewpoint. The church school and the proper 
relation of the church to the democratic state is next considered, fol- 
lowed by a presentation of the problem of religious education within the 
denomination and the ways in which it transcends denominationalism. 
Finally, existing tendencies, as illustrated in the Catholic, the dogmatic, 
the ritualistic, the evangelistic, and the liberal types are suggestively 
reviewed from the social viewpoint. All in all the book is the most 
stimulating and vital treatment of the religious education problem that 
the present writer has ever seen. 

Irving King 
University op Iowa 



Religious Education and Democracy. By Walter Scott Athearn. 
Boston: The Pilgrim Press, 1917. Pp. xi+394. $1.50. 

"Democracy," the author contends, "will not be safe for the world 
till democracy learns how to make secular and religious education 
efficient and universal." His book is an exhaustive survey and evalua- 
tion of existing efforts in religious education with a program for the 
future. He first examines various plans for correlating secular and 
religious education, leading to the conclusion that, while there is wide- 
spread interest in religious education there is no prospect of its being 
made a part of the public-school curriculum, but that some form of corre- 
lation between church schools and public schools must be worked out, 
and that any effective scheme of correlation will involve the co-operation 
of all the religious forces in the community unhampered by denomina- 
tional lines. He illustrates his plan in detail by the practical work 
undertaken in Maiden, Massachusetts. He insists that "a complete 
community programme of religious education should be projected parallel 
with the community's system of public schools, as fast as public senti- 
ment can be perfected to support it." 

A critical survey of present agencies of religious education in which 
their overlapping and inefficiency is pointed out is followed by a con- 
structive program for the first steps toward effective unification. The 
book closes with a chapter on the work of the colleges and one on the 
work of the graduate schools and a discussion of what steps should be 
taken by these agencies if a real program of religious education is to be 
carried out. Among his suggestions are that genuine courses in religious 
education must occupy a more prominent position with other courses in 
religion and that there must be definite provision for research in the 
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field of religious education in order that trained leadership may be 
provided. 

The material of the book is well outlined and the phases of the argu- 
ment stand forth clearly. The book as a whole is a suggestive survey 
of present attainment united with a program for the future. 

Irving King 
University of Iowa 



Wealth and Welfare in North Carolina (North Carolina Club Year- 
book, 1916-17). Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina, 
1917. Pp. 140. $0.25. 
The North Carolina Club, which works in affiliation with the depart- 
ment of rural economics and sociology of the University of North 
Carolina, and is composed primarily of students, has performed the 
useful labor of getting out a yearbook setting forth the social, political, 
and economic conditions of the state. Rural problems are emphasized 
and programs for betterment are indicated. The chapters concerned 
with "Wealth Produced by Carolina Farms," "Factors Involved in 
Retention of Farm Wealth," "Accumulation and Farms," "Public 
School Properties," "Public Health Work and Charities and Correc- 
tions," will be of particular interest to sociologists. The energetic 
leadership of Professor E. C. Branson is the inspiration of the yearbook. 

L. L. Bernard 

University op Minnesota 



The Sunday School Movement and the American Sunday School 

Union, 1780-1917. By Edwin Wilbur Rice. Philadelphia: 

American Sunday School Union, 1917. Pp. 501. $2.00 net. 

The American Sunday School Union was the most important 

organization in America for the development and propagation of the 

simple plan of teaching the Bible by the laity. While sectarianism was 

still bitter a century ago this movement united Christians in the effort 

to have the Bible taught in every community in the land. The teaching 

was crude, cruder even than the companion teaching in the day schools, 

yet there was a potent moral influence upon the pioneer life of America 

in this simple community gathering. Requiring no building, minister, 

nor equipment, it was possible to have a Sunday school long before the 

church could become established. 



